
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 114th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S6931 

Vol. 162 WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2016 No. 178 

House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, December 12, 2016, at 3 p.m. 

Senate 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2016 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Great and eternal God, we refuse to 

forget Your generous blessings that 
bring joy to our lives. You satisfy us 
with good things in every season. We 
particularly thank You for the laud-
able life of former Senator John Glenn. 

Lord, You have not dealt with us ac-
cording to our sins. Continue to sus-
tain our lawmakers. Remind them that 
their days are like grass, which flour-
ishes and then disappears. May they 
find sustenance in Your steadfast love, 
striving to please You in all they do. 
Give them the wisdom of a reverential 
awe that will trust the unfolding of 
Your majestic providence even when 
they do not understand Your move-
ments. 

Lord, we thank You for the faithful 
service through the decades of Your 
servant, Senator HARRY REID. As he 
prepares to transition from the legisla-
tive branch, give to him and his be-
loved Landra fair winds and following 
seas. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
CAPITO). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN GLENN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
we were saddened yesterday to learn of 
the passing of one of the most iconic 
figures of the 20th century, John 
Glenn. He described his childhood as 
being like something out of a Norman 
Rockwell painting, but as we all know, 
his life was anything but ordinary. 
This smalltown boy from New Concord, 
OH, came a long way and lived a full 
life, one that touched many and will 
not soon be forgotten. 

Elaine and I send our condolences to 
his wife Annie and the rest of the 
Glenn family. 

f 

LEGISLATION BEFORE THE 
SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
yesterday the House passed a con-
tinuing resolution on a very large bi-
partisan basis, with more than three- 
fourths voting in its favor. 

Let me repeat that. Three-fourths, a 
majority of both parties, voted for the 
legislation needed to keep the govern-
ment open. While some Senate Demo-
crats may want to delay into a govern-
ment shutdown, House Democrats 

overwhelmingly rejected that ap-
proach. 

The funding in this CR is critical to 
our Nation’s defense. It supports over-
seas operations, the fight against ISIL, 
and our forces in Afghanistan. It pro-
vides resources to begin implementing 
the medical innovation bill we passed 
earlier this week and to start bringing 
relief to victims of severe flooding 
across our country, and of course it in-
cludes provisions that will guarantee 
that retired coal miners in Kentucky— 
in Kentucky—and other States will not 
lose their health benefits at the end of 
this month. Would I have preferred 
that provision to be more generous? Of 
course I would have. My request to the 
House was to fund it for a full year, but 
we will be back at it in April, and I 
think it is highly unlikely that we will 
take it away—just as I would have pre-
ferred that so many miners’ places of 
employment hadn’t been driven into 
bankruptcy in recent years, which as 
we all know is due in no small part to 
President Obama, his policies, and the 
overwhelming majority of Senate 
Democrats who support all those poli-
cies that have been a huge factor in 
creating the dilemma we have in coal 
country in Ohio, Kentucky, West Vir-
ginia. Most of the Senate Democrats 
support the war on coal. 

It has been my intention that the 
miner health benefits not expire at the 
end of April next year. As I just said, I 
am going to work with my colleagues 
to prevent that, but this is a good time 
to take yes for an answer. We should 
pass the CR without delay because if 
we don’t pass the CR, the health bene-
fits will go away at the end of this 
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